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Our ability to shape the future of Michigan is at a critical juncture. 
With 54 merit shop-friendly legislators in the State House, we’re 
just two short of the number needed to halt the influx of detri-

mental legislation we’ve witnessed. In 2022, a mere 1,500 more votes could 
have secured our position at 56, ensuring a promising future for ABC mem-
bers in Michigan. 

ABC of Michigan spent countless hours interviewing candidates, discuss-
ing the races in over 60 of the state’s 110 state house districts, and has en-
dorsed many candidates while also deciding to let a handful of races play 
out without an endorsement because several candidates in the race met the 
requirements to be considered a merit shop champion. ABC Michigan re-
cently released those publicly and you’ll find a copy of that guide inside this 
magazine. 

We encourage you to find one of those candidates close to your region, 
reach out to them, and meet them yourselves. You can also write a check, 
knock on some doors, and make some phone calls. Never forget how close 
we were in 2022. One more door, one more phone call, and one more $20 
check might change the outlook for our entire industry.

ABC of Michigan will take a hands-on approach in key districts across the 
state this election. Opportunities to participate in group door-knocking days 
will pop up in the late summer and early fall, and it is vitally important for 
you, our members, to get involved. There is no better way to win a vote than 
a one-on-one conversation with a voter.

ABC members know the saying, ‘Get into politics or get out of business.’ 
Unfortunately, 2023 and 2024 have proven that quote to be truer than ever. 
Luckily, we have an opportunity to get into politics and get our state back 
on track.

For the merit shop,
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FEATURE

MEMBERS ATTEND 
ABC Michigan 
State Legislative 
Day

The Associated Builders and Contractors (ABC) 
of Michigan recently hosted its highly anticipated 
State Legislative Day on Wednesday, April 10, 2024 
in Lansing. This event brought together a diverse 
group of nearly 100 attendees, including ABC mem-
bers and lawmakers, for a morning filled with in-
sightful discussions and impactful sessions.
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STATE LEGISLATIVE DAY HIGHLIGHTS
The State Legislative Day, provided a unique oppor-

tunity for participants to engage with key legislative mat-
ters and connect with industry peers. The agenda fea-
tured:

Senate Candidate Panel: The event commenced 
with a dynamic panel discussion involving Senate 
candidates such as Peter Meijer, Glenn Wilson, and 
Michael Hoover. Additionally, a lineup of notable 
US House candidates shared their perspectives on 
critical issues.

Senate & House Labor Committee Members: At-
tendees had the privilege of interacting with influ-
ential figures like State Representative Tom Kunse 
and Senator Thomas Albert, who offered valuable 
insights into labor committee proceedings.

 HRCC Update: State Representatives Andrew Beel-
er and Bill Schuette Jr. provided attendees with up-
dates from the House Republican Campaign Com-
mittee, shedding light on important developments 
within the political landscape.

The day concluded with a lunch, allowing participants 
to reflect on the day’s discussions and forge meaningful 
connections within the industry.
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FOSTERING COLLABORATION AND 
ADVOCACY

 With nearly 100 individuals in attendance, the State 
Legislative Day served as a platform for constructive 
dialogue, collaboration, and advocacy within the ABC 
community. By engaging with legislators, candidates, 
and industry leaders, attendees gained valuable insights 
and strengthened their commitment to advancing poli-
cies that benefit the construction sector in Michigan.

As ABC members reflect on the enriching experienc-
es from the State Legislative Day, they are poised to le-
verage the knowledge gained and the connections made 
to drive positive change and influence decision-making 
processes affecting the industry. 
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Building a Successful Business
It takes the proper planning and tools,
along with experienced professionals

to piece it all together.

Ann Arbor | Bay City | | Flint | Grand Rapids
Greater Lansing | Marquette | Midland | Owosso | Saginaw

888.754.8478 | www.ahp.cpa

Experienced. Responsive. Respected.

5701 Safety Drive, Belmont, MI 49306 • Phone: 800-886-1614 • Fax: 616-784-1140
Fire Sprinklers Save Lives www.brigadefire.com

Services Provided in the United States and
Internationally

Single Ply, BUR, Slate, Shingles,
Green and Vegetative Roof

Systems, Architectural Metals,
Air Barriers, Roof Audits,

Complete Roof Service, Roof
Guardian Maintenance
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Carlisle ESP Contractor 
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Metal Contractor
Government Cleared Work
Crews for Secured Sites
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Suite 230
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Ready Mix Concrete/Retaining Walls
(810) 632-3030 • Fax (810) 632-3034

www.livingstonconcrete.net

Headquarters – 19035 W. Davison • Detroit, MI 48223
Lansing Office – Phone: (517) 545-3400 • Fax: (517) 545-3411

Dave Tycocki, President – Phone: (313) 493-3785 • dave@mark1restoration.com

PO Box 179   Westphalia, MI 48894
989-587-4941   fax 989-587-3300

ahccabinets.com

Since 1980

• Custom Cabinetry
• Commercial Casework

• Trim Carpentry
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1235 Holden Avenue
Milford, Michigan 48381

tel: 248-302-2078
fax: 248-856-2370

Craig.Mortz@CSMMechanical.com

C O M M E R C I A L  /  I N D U S T R I A L

We are capable of providing our
customers with a network of planning
and installation experts, with proven
capabilities and over 30 years of
untouchable experience in design,
installation and maintenance.

S E R V I C E S : S Y S T E M  T Y P E S :
• Trouble Shooting
• Consulting Engineering & Design Build
• New Construction, Renovations & Upgrades
• Plan & Spec Bid Packages
• Testing & Balancing
• Sales  • Installation
• 24-Hour Service Department
• Preventative Maintenance

• Low & Medium Pressure Air
• Steam & Hot Water
• Process Piping & Tubing
• Chilled Water
• High Pressure Stainless Steel Piping
• Air Conditioning & Heating
• Electrical  • Dust Collection
• Ventilation

OFFERING A
COMPLETE LINE OF
WATERWORKS
SUPPLIES & SERVICES

Canton
734-398-5950

Grand Rapids
616-222-9500

Shelby Twsp
586-323-8800

coreandmain.com

LEGAL SERVICES FOR THE
CONSTRUCTION COMMUNITY
The law offices of DENEWETH, VITTIGLIO & SASSAK have provided consulting

& legal services to the construction community for 40 years with broad
experience in contract formation, claims, change orders, surety bond &

lien disputes, real estate & employment matters. 

RONALD A. DENEWETH | CHRIS M. PARFITT | MARK D. SASSAK
ANTHONY VITTIGLIO II | MATTHEW C. HERSTEIN | JACOB A. KAHN

STEPHEN T. STRICKLAND | MARY A. ALLOR
OF COUNSEL: EDWARD A. RYDER

DENEWETH, VITTIGLIO & SASSAK
1175 WEST LONG LAKE ROAD, SUITE 202 | TROY, MICHIGAN 48098
TELEPHONE: (248) 290-0400     www.michiganconstructionlaw.net

EIKENHOUT.COM

Customized training to meet your needs
Computer Applications • Kryterion Testing

Basic Skill Upgrading • GED Testing

Education and Training Connection...
Midland, Saginaw and Gladwin Counties.

888-3-U-Learn etc-1.com

Acquisition • Vehicle Selection • Fuel • Maintenance • Safety • Telematics • Vehicle Resale
Metro Detroit Office
29301 Grand River Avenue
Farmington Hills, MI  48336
James Anderson • 248-426-1630

West Michigan Office
2720 28th Street SE
Grand Rapids, MI  49512
Dana Barnes • 616-957-5503

James.C.Anderson@efleets.com Dana.M.Barnes@efleets.com efleets.com

LOCAL FLEET MANAGEMENT SOLUTIONS

Keyes Specializes in Commercial and Industrial Refrigeration,
HVAC, and is a Licensed Electrical Company

5075 Clay Ave. SW Suite B, Grand Rapids, MI 49548
ph: 616-241-4495 / 800-875-3937 / www.keyesref.com

24 Hour Service,
Sales, Installation

Since 1946

KYLE BARNHART TRUCKING, LLC
2510 E TOWNSEND ROAD | ST. JOHNS, MI 48879

(517) 719-5654
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10 DISTRICTS that will Determine  
Control of the MICHIGAN HOUSE

Voters will go to the polls for all 
seats in the Michigan House of 
Representatives

Democrat
Republican

MICHIGAN HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

56 54

The PATH to a  
MERIT Shop  

Majority  
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Control of the Michigan House and Senate flipped from Republican to Democrat in the 
2022 election and Governor Gretchen Whitmer won her reelection, giving Democrats their 
first “trifecta” in 40 years. This shift in power has brought significant change in public policy 
including the passing of a new prevailing wage law as well as the introduction of bills to 
repeal the state’s ban on project labor agreements, limit the use of independent contractors 
and reduce the number of on-the-job training opportunities for apprentices. 

In 2024, a handful of districts will determine if Michigan continues on an anti-merit shop 
path or if bipartisanship through divided government will slow the onslaught of legislation 
negatively affecting ABC of Michigan members. 

DISTRICT PROFILES – TIER 1

2022 Results: 

Jaime Churches (D) 50.8%    

Bob Howey (R) 49.2%

Region: ABC Southeast MI

District Location: Parts of Wayne County, 
including Gibraltar, Grosse Ile Township, Riv-
erview, Southgate, Trenton and Wyandotte

Race Outlook: House District 27 is a blue-
collar district where Donald Trump will per-
form well. With a margin of victory of only 
1.6% without Trump on the ballot in 2022, this 
district is sure to be one of the closest races, 
and one of the best pickup opportunities for a 
merit shop majority in 2024. 

Representative Jaime Churches 

First term Representative, former  
teacher and union vice president

Rilee Linting  

Former Michigan Republican Party  
Youth Chair, current Motor City Field  

Representative for Turning Point Action

House District 27 
Representative Jaime Churches vs  
Riley Linting (ABC Endorsed)

Merit Shop

A P P R O V E D
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2022 Results: 

Jim Haadsma (D) 52.2%    

Dave Morgan (R) 47.8%

Region: ABC Greater MI

District Location: Cities of Battle Creek, 
Albion, and Springfield, and the townships 
of Bedford, Pennfield, Convis, Lee, Clarence 
and Sheridan.  

Race Outlook: The 44th House District has 
been elusive for Republicans who have 
tried to win the district for the past 3 terms. 
With that said, Representative Haadsma 
has faced the same Republican opponent 
in every election and will be facing a new 
challenger in 2024. On top of a new, mo-
tivated opponent, Donald Trump has per-
formed very well in the 44th House District 
in the past. 

Representative Jim Haadsma 

Third term Representative and Chair of the 
House Labor Committee. Haadsma has 

worked at McCroskey Law P.L.C. since 1987. 
He served on the Calhoun County Board of 

Commissioners from 2009-2016.

Steve Frisbie  
40 years at LifeCare Ambulance Service  
as a paramedic and management and  

administration. Calhoun County  
Commissioner for the past 13 years,  

including Board Chair from 2019-2023.

House District 44 
Representative Jim Haadsma vs  
Steve Frisbie (ABC Endorsed)

Merit Shop

A P P R O V E D
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House District 28
Representative Jamie Thompson 
(ABC Endorsed) vs Janise Robinson
Region: ABC Southeast MI

House District 31
Representative Reggie Miller vs  
Dale Binecki (ABC Endorsed)
Region: ABC Southeast MI

2022 Results: 

Kathy Schmaltz (R) 54.4%    

Maurice Imhoff  (D) 45.6%

Region: ABC Greater MI and Southeast MI

District Location: City of Jackson, Blackman 
and Leoni townships, and parts of Grass Lake 
and Summit townships in Jackson County, as 
well as the city of Chelsea and Sylvan Town-
ship in Washtenaw County.  

Race Outlook: The 46th  House District is one 
of the two most likely districts where a merit 
shop friendly candidate could be unseated 
by a challenger. Don’t be fooled by the 2022 
results. After challenger Maruice Imhoff had 
some serious allegations from his past arise 
in the campaign, he withdrew from the race 
and still managed to get over 45% of the vote. 
This is a true 50/50 district and could be-
come the most expensive House race in the 
state.

Representative Kathy Schmaltz

First term Representative. 6 and 11 p.m.  
news anchor, a writer, and the associate news 
director of community relations at WILX-TV 10, 

the NBC affiliate in Lansing, for 14 years

Daniel Mahoney   
Daniel is currently serving as the  

Mayor of the City of Jackson.

DISTRICT PROFILES TIER 2

House District 46 
Representative Kathy Schmaltz  
(ABC Endorsed) vs Daniel Mahoney

House District 38 
Representative Joey Andrews vs  
Kevin Whiteford (ABC Endorsed)
Region: ABC Western MI

House District 55
Representative Mark Tisdel (ABC Endorsed)  
vs Trevis Harrold
Region: ABC Southeast MI

Merit Shop

A P P R O V E D
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2022 Results: 

Donni Steele (R) 51.2%   

Shadia Martini (D) 48.8%

Region: ABC Southeast MI

District Location: City of Bloomfield Hills, 
Orion Township, a portion of the city of 
Auburn Hills, and portions of Bloomfield 
Township and Oakland Township

Race Outlook: The 54th House District will 
be a rematch of 2022. This bodes well for 
the incumbent considering 2022 was not 
a great year for Republicans, but Oakland 
County is quickly changing and is not a 
stronghold for Donald Trump. Retaining 
Representative Steele will prove to be one 
of the most important races in the state for 
winning a merit shop majority. 

Representative Donni Steele 

First term Representative. She worked as an 
associate broker, assistant manager, property 
manager, and realtor at Partridge & Associ-
ates — a local independent real estate firm. 
Later, she became part owner of Coldwell 

Banker Shooltz Realty in Oxford

Shadia Martini    

Shadia attended the University of Michigan 
and received her M.B.A. in 1996. She now 
owns her own real estate brokerage, con-
struction company, and medical spa, all 

operating in southeast Michigan

House District 58
Representative Nate Shannon vs  
Ron Robinson (ABC Endorsed)
Region: ABC Southeast MI

House District 62 
Representative Alicia St. Germaine (ABC  
Endorsed) vs Michelle Levine-Woodman
Region: ABC Southeast MI

House District 54 
Representative Donni Steele  
(ABC Endorsed) vs Shadia Martini

House District 83
Tommy Brann (ABC Endorsed) vs  
Representative John Fitzgerald
Region: ABC Western MI

House District 103
Representative Betsy Coffia vs  
Lisa Trombley (ABC Endorsed)
Region: ABC Western MI

Merit Shop

A P P R O V E D
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Hanba&Lazar

Since 1981, Hanba & Lazar has distinguished
itself as one of Michigan’s leading insurance

and employment defense law �rms.

Lawrence D. Cianciosi, larryc@hanbalazar.com
Michael J. Roney, mikeroney@hanbalazar.com

Attorneys and Counselors

EXPERIENCED.
SUCCESSFUL.

5125 Exchange Dr.
Flint, MI 48507

(810) 767-9400
www.hanbalazar.com

EXPERIENCED.
SUCCESSFUL.

Full-Service Carpentry Contractor
Metal Framing, Rough Framing, Insulation, Drywall,

Acoustical Ceilings, Frames, Doors & Hardware, Trim, and Millwork 

estimates@independencecommercial.com  |  Ph: (248) 977-4757  |  Fax: (248) 977-4758

www.IndependenceCommercial.com

www.grayeelectricalservices.com

Commercial Site Work
Excavating | Directional Drilling
616-874-7449
Family Owned & Locally 

Operated Since 1976

www.nugentbuilder.com
NEW HOMES - REMODELING - COMMERCIAL 

11625 Northland Dr NE • Rockford, MI 49341 • 616-866-7663

Reliable Service Contractors is a
General Maintenance, Special Projects
and Food Equipment Service Company

5075 Clay Ave SW
Grand Rapids, MI 49548

Ph 616-301-9226

AGGREGATE

3290 Torrey Rd., • Flint, MI 48507

810.919.7039
www.trpcrushedaggregate.com

C R U S H E D MON - FRI: 7 - 5  •  SAT: 7 - 12
MDOT PIT#25-040

21AA Crushed Concrete • Crushed Asphalt 
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Thanks for 
all the hard 

work.

We are a proud supporter of the
Associated Builders and Contractors
and all you do in our communities.

tricoastadvisors.com

Insurance | Risk | Employee Benefits

(248) 437-2400
willscot.com

North America’s leader of turnkey modular space and storage solutions

COMMERCIAL CONCRETE • EXCAVATION • UTILITIES 
4964 Technical Drive 

Milford, MI 48381 
PH: 248-714-5486 

FAX: 248-714-5249 
WWW.MERLOMI.COM 
contact@merlomi.com 

FOLLOW US: 

Joe Goodman
Managing Member

Office 989-593-2377
517-927-4359
Joe.Goodman@simonbrothersllc.com

1120 N Edgewood Dr.
Fowler, MI 48835

www.simonbrothersllc.com

Delivering EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE Since 1915
Manure Hauling & Agitation • Sand, Gravel Hauling

Grain Transportation • Pool Water Delivery
Light, Medium & Heavy Vehicle Repair
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The heat is the enemy when it comes to construc-
tion and industrial labor. Enduring the hot 
days of the summer can be brutal for workers 
in thick gear, doing physical labor. It can be the 

cause of serious injury, accelerated fatigue, decreased pro-
ductivity and more.

While you can’t necessarily see the heat or humidity, 
this invisible enemy takes a toll on employees at every level 
of the construction industry. For example, heat injuries 
can make a drastic monetary impact. Employers spend 

$220 billion annually on injuries and illnesses related to 
heat. Keeping workers safe from the heat also results in 
higher productivity levels. Higher productivity is more 
cost efficient.

Even though heat injuries happen so frequently, they 
are 100% preventable. Simple implementation of new 
practices to promote heat acclimatization, the process of 
the body adapting to its hot environment to maintain per-
formance, and emerging PPE technology could be the dif-
ference in saving money, time and workers.

Heat is the enemy when it comes to construction labor. Enduring the 
hot days of summer can be brutal for workers in thick gear, doing 
physical labor. It can be the cause of serious injury, accelerated  
fatigue, decreased productivity and more.

BUSINESS NEWS

Keep Construction Workers Safe in the Heat
BY RYAN BUTLER
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Some recommendations at jobsites to promote heat 
safety and acclimatization include, but are not limited to 
the following.

Gradually increase the workload: This is especially im-
portant within the first few weeks that work starts back up. 
As workers flood to jobsites in hordes after quarantine, they 
must allow for proper heat acclimatization before rushing 
into things. The first few days in the heat prove to be espe-
cially dangerous for those not properly acclimatized, so in-
creasing work incrementally, as well as slowly adding more 
clothing layers, is an effective strategy for heat safety.

Taking more breaks: It is important that these breaks 
are taken in a cooler location with fluids for hydration 
available. Ultimately, it may seem like workers aren’t be-
ing as productive if they are taking frequent breaks, but 
this is not true, as these breaks are important in the heat 
acclimatization process and on really hot, humid days. A 
rested worker will be much more efficient than a worker 
struggling in the heat.

Hydrating properly: Workers need to be drinking 
water frequently, whether on a break or not. OSHA and 
NIOSH recommend workers drink eight ounces every 15 
minutes throughout the work day.

Lighter uniform: While it may be difficult to require a 
lighter uniform on the job due to occupational haz-
ards, using lighter clothing in the first few weeks 
back on the job will allow for more sweat to 
evaporate, which will help to keep core 
body temperature lower during work. 
Be aware of the elements: Check the 
weather frequently throughout the 
day and plan accordingly, as the 
risk of injury can increase not 
only with temperature, but hu-
midity levels and radiative heat 
loads.

Many of these practices are 
recommended by governing 
bodies of worker health and 
safety such as OSHA. Unfor-
tunately, as of now, only three 
states, California, Minnesota and 
Washington, have OSHA standards 
set in place. That being said, the ma-
jority of workers are operating in ex-
treme environments without the proper 
protection or training.

New technology enables supervisors at jobsites to moni-
tor their workers in a live view while also being able to 
alert them if they’re overexerting themselves in the heat. 
Since each individual reacts to the intense heat in a differ-
ent manner, using smart personal PPE devices is an effec-
tive way to keep track of each worker’s health in the heat.

This is possible through devices that track workers’ phys-
iological responses like core body temperature and heart 
rate. If each worker is using a device, their chances of get-
ting injured from the heat are far lesser. If heat exhaustion 
is suspected (based on raised core body temperature and 
heart rate), a supervisor could alert the worker to stop work 
and cool off/replenish fluids. In the wake of COVID-19, 
certain devices may be implemented to provide continuous 
fever monitoring.

Since 2020 is projected to be the hottest year on record, 
it is of utmost importance that industrial workers are stay-
ing safe in the heat. Billions of dollars are spent fixing these 
catastrophic heat injuries that really shouldn’t be happen-
ing at all. Heat injuries and illnesses can and should be 
prevented at a much higher rate. These simple solutions 
could do just the trick. 

Source: www.constructionexec.com/article/
keep-construction-workers-safe-in-the-heat

BY RYAN BUTLER

J Off. 616.532.3183
 Fax 616.532.0892

M support@jbelectricinc.net
D www.jbelectricinc.net

P 3621 Nardin St. SW
 Grandville, MI 49418
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31604 Pamar Court
New Haven, MI 48048
(586) 749-8593
www.PamarEnterprises.com

Heavy Civil Contractor – Helping
People Solve Their Infrastructure

Problems – Since 1976

65 COLE STREET, QUINCY, MI  49082
Phone: 517.639.4656 Fax: 517.639.3361  www.parrish-excavating.com

We Believe – Let’s All Build Michigan

Robert Clancy
9342 Marine City Hwy. Casco Township, MI 48064

Ph: 586.725.8801    Fax: 586.725.8601    rcc@robertclancycontracting.com

Underground Utilities • Site Work • Trucking • Demolition

Your 24/7 Equipment Rental Partner
Sunbeltrentals.com

Fort Gratiot  810-385-6000
Toledo  419-861-5155
Detroit  313-202-5767

Sterling Heights  586-698-9515
Ypsilanti  734-971-8330
Novi  248-348-7270

CORPORATE HEADQUARTERS
669 CENTURY AVE. | GRAND RAPIDS, MI 49341
616.451.3200

WWW.SUPERIORASPHALT.COM
 WEST MICHIGAN PAVING COMPANY SINCE 1983

RECYCLED WINTER HOT-MIX AND COLD PATCH AVAILABLE FOR PICK UP AND DELIVERY

PAVING SERVICES FOR COMMERCIAL, INDUSTRIAL, AND RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY OWNERS.
NEW CONSTRUCTION, RESURFACING, SEALCOATING, MAINTENANCE, CRACK FILL, POTHOLE

REPAIR,  PATCHING, STRIPING, DRAIN REPAIR, AND MORE...

P.O. Box 370
Mt. Pleasant, MI 48804

Quality  |  Integrity  |  Dependability  |  Diversity

Helping your community grow!

√  General Contracting
         √  Construction Management
                   √  Design Build (989) 773-0770

(989) 772-9272 Fax
www.jbscontracting.com

C H I E F B u i l d e r

independent

517-524-8589

www.jiccompany.com Concord, MI

Agricultural Construction

Industrial & Ag Equipment
Install 

Design Build

Structural Steel and Custom
Fabrication
Millwright Services

Crane Services
Concrete Service

Pre-Engineered Metal
Buildings

3-D Facility Scanning

Shutdown and
Preventative Maintenance
Work
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UNIVERSAL SPIRAL AIR
Manufacturer of Sp i ra l ,  Ova l and Rectangu la r Duct Systems

2735 West River Dr.
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49544
616-475-5905

sales@usaduct.com
detsales@usaduct.com

www.usaduct.com

37050 Plymouth Rd.
Livonia, Michigan 48150
734-261-0410

www.universalwall.biz

616-247-1185
westmaas.com

3025 Sangra Ave SW
Grandville, MI 49418

4005 Roger B. Cha�ee Blvd. SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49548

estimating@zingersheetmetal.com
(616) 532-3121 | ZingerSheetMetal.com

DUCT MANUFACTURING & SUPPLY
RECTANGULAR | OVAL | SPIRAL | CURBS

51 Year Anniversary
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ABC’S GREAT LAKES BAY 
REGIONAL FUNDRAISER  

ABC Greater Michigan Chapter hosted its Great Lakes 
Bay Regional Fundraiser to Benefit Make-A-Wish Fri-
day, April 21 at the Great Hall Banquet & Convention 
Center, Midland. Approximately 240 guests joined the 

community in honoring children bravely facing their health chal-
lenges.

Craig Lang of Garber Chevrolet Midland served as the event’s 
honorary chair and enjoyed the power of gifting hope and grant-
ing wishes.

“My wife Lori and I have been supporting MAW for a very 
long time. We are thrilled ABC Greater Michigan make this orga-
nization one of their big efforts every year. It’s a great way to touch 
children with critical illnesses to make their wishes come true,” 
Lang said.

This year’s event raised $30,000 for Make-A-Wish Michigan. A 
wish granting helps kids look past their limitations, families over-
come anxiety and entire communities experience more joy. Most 
importantly, wishes can improve a child’s quality of life.

ABC sponsored a Wish Family from Mt. Pleasant. Parker, 12, 
has a genetic disease called cystic fibrosis, which has no cure. Park-
er has had many surgeries and hospital stays in his young life. He 
is required to have daily treatments that include chest percussion 
therapy and he takes many medications every day to maintain his 
health. Despite his challenges, Parker is a very happy, caring and 
intelligent young man. He and his family will head to Hawaii in 
June as Parker’s wish was to go to the Mauna Kea Observatory.

Next year’s event is set for April 19, 2024, at the Great Hall. 

CHAPTER NEWS

       To Benefit 
MAKE-A-WISH MICHIGAN 
    Raises $30,000
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1455 N Huron
Linwood, Mi 48634

O (989) 697-4449 • C (989) 460-7593
F (989) 697-4211 • darrell.cousineau@gmail.com

Darrell Cousineau

k-Value Insulation
Mechanical Insulation

Tony Noel
Mobile: (248) 688-5816    Fax: (248) 689-4342

Email: kvalue.insulation@gmail.com
P.O. Box 4481 Troy, MI 48099-4481

6875 Dutton Industrial Dr. SE
Dutton, MI 49316

616-698-6397

www.vanlaan.com

616-538-1300 • o�ce@hlbolkemadecorating.com
3480 Je�erson Ave SE • Grand Rapids, MI 49548
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CHAPTER NEWS

25,000 sq ft Building Serves as  
SECOND PERMANENT SEMCA CAMPUS

The Southeast Michigan Construction Academy 
officially opened the doors to the trade school 
on February 29. The grand opening ceremony 

hosted more than 250 people interested in seeing the 
state-of-the-art facility and exploring their career op-
tions in construction.

School staff was joined by Westland City officials, 
including council members, Westland deputy mayor 
James Godbout and Wayne/Westland schools superin-
tendent Dr. John Dignan to celebrate the beginning of a 
new era of construction. 

“When I walked in the door today, my breath was 
taken away. It’s unbelievable how this facility has turned 
out,” Dignan said. “The best things in this community, 
region and state were built by men and women in the 
skilled trades. The kids and young adults in our com-
munities are going to have opportunities to have access 
to starting careers right away and honor the blue-collar 
history that is Westland, Michigan.”

The school was open to the public for tours and to 
learn about the different skilled trades programs offered. 
SEMCA instructors set up throughout the shop to 
showcase electrical, carpentry and welding, and answer 
any questions future students may have about the field.

For one budding construction professional, he was 
encouraged by his father to attend the grand opening 
and see what career possibilities lie ahead for him.

“I graduated from high school last year and knew 
college wasn’t my path, but wasn’t sure what was my 
calling,” said Westland teen A.J. Miller. “I came out here 
today to see the new school and talk with the instruc-
tors. I have a lot of people in my family who work in 
construction, so it’s a familiar subject, but I would like 
to learn more about each specific trade. It’s great that 
there’s different stations set up so I can see the tools and 
materials, and also talk with people who work in those 
fields. After today, I can definitely see a potential future 
for me here.”

Westland Campus GRAND OPENING
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The new Westland campus will accommodate approximately 300 new stu-
dents annually. This is in addition to the main campus in Madison Heights, 
which also accommodates 300 students annually and the satellite locations 
in Lapeer, Holly and Monroe. “The great thing about SEMCA is that we are 
open to all comers. We don’t require incoming students to take an entrance 
exam and we don’t have a waiting list,” said SEMCA president & CEO Keith 
Ledbetter.

Greg Sizemore, the vice president of health, safety, environment and work-
force development from ABC National mentioned to guests that the nation 
is facing a shortage of skilled workers and that organizations like SEMCA are 
working to solve the problem.

“We’re all here tonight to celebrate the opening of this facility, but also be-
cause communities like Westland welcomed the trade school with open arms,” 
Sizemore said. “Southeast Michigan is doing the heavy lifting and solving the 
shortage. We need to add 500,000 men and women to the workforce, and it’s 
getting done right here in this zip code.”

We want to thank D.J. Maltese Construction for their hard work trans-
forming this building and a special shoutout to Independence Commercial 
Construction, Third Coast Electric, and Expert Heating and Cooling as the 
specialty-contractors on the project. We couldn’t have done this without you!

Enrollment for all SEMCA locations will open in early 
May for the fall semester. Anyone interested in enrolling 
employees in classes or learning more about what SEMCA 
has to offer, is encouraged to visit semcaschool.org.

Article originally posted at abcsemi.mynewscenter.org 

Staff poses at the ribbon 
cutting ceremony for the 
new campus.

248-669-5155
1111 W. Oakley Park Rd, Ste 201
Commerce Township, MI 48390

Fire Protection Specialists
Since 1979

www.jacksonassociatesinc.com
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Exceptional Commercial Roofing and Metal

Brighton, MI 48114
(517) 260-3957
www.corevaluesconstruction.com

VETERAN
OWNED

ghbh.com

Elevating and
Exceeding Expectations

Full-Service
Insurance & Surety Provider

Surety
Property and Casualty

Claims Advocacy
Captive Programs

Professional Liability
Cyber Liability

Recycled Concrete & Asphalt Products 
• Chilson Road, Howell
• Kensington Road, Brighton

Natural Aggregate Products
www.gbmsandandgravel.com

• Hogan Road, Fenton

Operated by: DCF Recycling, Inc.

PO Box 1357  •  Brighton, MI 48116 
Phone 810-522-6474 • Fax 810-522-6499

4275 Spartan Industrial Drive, Suite E  •  Grandville, MI 49418

616-224-7036 • gvainc.com

building automation

energy management

access control

video surveillance

FAIRWAY ENGINEERING LLC
LAND DEVELOPMENT-STRUCTURAL-GEOTECHNICAL
QUALITY CONTROL-CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT

MARK D MAHAJAN
PRESIDENT/OWNER

Cell: 248-214-5913 | O�ce: (248) 938-4902
28525 BECK ROAD, SUITE 114 | WIXOM, MI 48393

markm@fairwayeng.com

989.687.4042 geinsulationco.com

965 E. Saginaw, Sanford, Michigan 48657

One of the largest commercial food service equipment
dealers in the country, based right here in Michigan.

WE HAVE 17 LOCATIONS ACROSS THE COUNTRY: WWW.STAFFORDSMITH.COM/CONTACT/
(800) 968-2442 • KITCHENPROS@STAFFORDSMITH.COM

3414 S. BURDICK ST. • KALAMAZOO, MI 49001

(800) 322-0215                            www.standardelectricco.com

Electrical,
Plumbing,

Heating Wholesale
Distributor
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Mid-American
Group

Keith Masserant
President

8475 Port Sunlight
Newport, MI 48166

Bus: (734) 586-8868
Cell: (734) 516-4340

E-mail: kmasserant@midamericangroup.com

Labor & Employment / 

Management Relations

Keith Eastland 
eastlandk@millerjohnson.com

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS
ENERGY SAVING SPECIALISTS

COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL • AGRICULTURAL • PETROLEUM WIRING • RESIDENTIAL
CONTROL WIRING • DESIGN - BUILD • EMERGENCY POWER SYSTEMS

CABLING/NETWORKING • EMERGENCY SERVICES • CAR WASH SYSTEMS
www.GGEMI.com

ElectricCaro, MI

Scott Gucwa / (989) 551-5506 / scott@ggemi.com

GENERAL ACID PROOFING, INC.
CORROSION PROOFING SERVICES

 EST.
1977

INSTALLATION OF HIGH PERFORMANCE
CHEMICAL RESISTANT LININGS AND COATINGS

TANKS AND VESSELS • SECONDARY CONTAINMENT • TRENCHES AND SUMPS
FRP REPAIRS AND FABRICATION • EPOXY FLOORING • TRAVEL CONTINENTAL U.S. • 14,000 SF SHOP

(313) 571-1700 • INFO@GENERALACIDPROOFING.COM • 1051 BELLEVUE, DETROIT, MI 48207

Established 1958
LOUIS R. HOOPER

PRESIDENT

10415 HIGHLAND ROAD • WHITE LAKE, MICHIGAN 48386
Phone: (248) 698-1110 • Fax (248) 698-4214

E-Mail: lrh@g-e-m-inc.com • www.g-e-m-inc.com

GENERAL • ELECTRICAL • MECHANICAL, INC.
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CHAPTER NEWS

ABC Western Michigan  
members gathered June 6  
at Fisherman’s Landing 
in Muskegon for their 
3rd Annual Angler 
Classic where they 
hosted a record- 
breaking 65 teams. 

ABC Western Michigan Chapter 
HOSTS ANGLER CLASSIC 
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ABC Western Michigan Chapter 
HOSTS ANGLER CLASSIC 

Congratulations to Cliff and Erick from Triangle As-
sociates for coming in the top spot! Their five fish collec-
tively weighed in at and impressive 16.61 pounds.

And shoutout to the Big Bass winners, Mike and Aaron 
from MacAllister! They caught the biggest bass, weighing 
5.13 pounds (two years in a row!)

The Angler Classic supports the ongoing program-
ming, scholarships, and materials needed to train the 
next generation of construction professionals at the West 
Michigan Construction Institute — the official training 
provider for the merit shop.

You can learn more and get involved in next 
year’s classic by visiting abcwmc.org. 

Propane temporary heat
bulk delivery / bulk refill stations
24/7 Emergency service available

Sales 313.292.9100 | propaneservices.com

NATURAL GAS &
Propane HEATERS

Rental, Sales & Service

Interior Finish and E.I.F.S. Contractor
5965 Clay Avenue SW • Wyoming, MI 49548 (616) 531-2330
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Jim Struble, Sr.
jimstruble@rcielect.com

4999 McCarthy
Milford, MI 48381
Ph: 248-471-2277

Excellence in Electrical Construction and Service

E L E C T R I C

www.RCI-Electric.com

ummitS electric, inc.
Commercial & Industrial Contractors

2544 Acacia  Troy  Michigan  48083
248-689-0300  689-1750 fax

www.summitelectric.ws

Since 1983

ONE STOP 
FOR RENTAL 

& EQUIPMENT 
SOLUTIONS

Call 800.UR.RENTS or 
visit UnitedRentals.com

HICKEY ELECTRIC INC.
RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL, INDUSTRIAL

Office: (517) 852-0925
Hickey Electric, Inc. • 5995 Guy Rd., Nashville, MI 49073

Website: hickey-electric.com • Email: office@hickey-electric.com

imegcorp.com

T
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(BD+C)

Phone: (989) 876-6566
Fax (989) 876-7606
jimco@jimcofire.comjimcofire.com

313 N. Court St. •  Au Gres, MI 48703 • P.O. Box 568
JIMCO FIRE PROTECTION, INC.

Wall Sawing | Slab Sawing | Core Drilling
Curb Sawing and Removal

Dave Tebben

517-482-7600 Office | 517-482-9329 Fax
800-270-4109 Toll Free

3503 West St. Joseph | Lansing, MI 48917
dave@kandhcutting.com
www.kandhcutting.com

M
M
C
A

http://www.michmca.org/

Big, Tough, Technical • We Demo, Retrofit & Excavate Them All!

High Reach Demolition, Remediation & Asbestos Abatement
Serving All of Michigan & The Upper Peninsula

1345 Monroe Ave. NW, Ste. 304 • Grand Rapids, MI 49505
Ph: 616.280.7231

Email: brad@demolitionspecialistmi.com

4275 Spartan Industrial Dr.
Grandville, MI 49418
616.224.7030 | vdminc.com
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